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Flat-hunting 

A: Hey mum, how are you?   

M: Feeling a bit under the weather today actually.  I hope I’m not coming down 

with something. 

A: What’s up? 

M: My heading is pounding.  Anyway, I’ll live!  What are you up to today? 

A: I’m just about to jump on the train to London; I’m flat-hunting today. 

M: Well I pity the estate agent; you’re so fussy! 

A: OK, so maybe I’m picky; but you wouldn’t want me staying anywhere dodgy, 

would you?  There is nothing wrong with being fussy.  Having said that, I’m going 

to have to make my mind up soon; I don’t want to outstay my welcome with 

Paul and Karen.   

M: Especially since it’s no secret that there is no love lost between you and Paul!  

A: I can’t help it, we just clash!  We never clicked from the word go.  He’s a 

pompous, stuck-up, arrogant, idiot – and he’s so bossy with Karen; it’s beyond 

me how she copes with it.  It seems as though that’s how he gets his kicks.  

M: Well, I’ll have to take your word for it; I’ve never met the man.  Maybe you just 

got off on the wrong foot. 

A: Seriously, it’s just awkward when he’s around; we’re like chalk and cheese. 

M: (sigh)  Anyway, what kind of place are you looking for then?   

A: Hmmm, well I’m a bit strapped for cash at the moment, so I guess I’ll probably 

have to compromise somewhere along the line.  I fancy a swanky place down by 

the river but I’ll probably have to go for somewhere that needs doing up.   

M: Even then it will be over budget!  Properties down there are extortionate!   

Property developers there are making a killing!  

A: OK mum, well... the train is just pulling in now; I gotta go.   

M: Sorry, you’re breaking up...  

A: OK, I’ll catch up with you later.  Bye! 

 



Visit www.pronouncelanguages.co.uk for more mp3 and PDF resources! 

Comprehension questions 

1. What two reasons does Alex’s mum give as to why she thinks it will be 

difficult for Alex to find a flat that she likes? 

 

 

 

2. What two reasons does Alex have for wanting to move out of her 

current flat? 

 

 

Definitions 

Flat-hunting: to action of searching for a flat to live in.  You may also hear house-

hunting when someone is looking for a larger property. 

Under the weather: to feel slightly poorly, ill or ‘off-colour’.  

To come down with something: to fall ill with a bug, germ or virus.   

e.g. I think I’m coming down with something; I think I am going to be ill. 

What’s up? : What’s wrong?   You can ask “What’s up?” either if someone is feeling 

ill or if they are in a bad mood or upset. 

Pounding: throbbing. 

e.g. 1 My heart was pounding; I was scared/ excited and my heart was beating 

faster. 

e.g. 2 My head is pounding; I have a really bad headache. 

What are you up to?:  What are you doing?  Can also be used in a cynical way; if 

you think someone is “Up to something”, you may believe that they are planning 

something and doing something mischievous (naughty, cheeky, bad).   

To pity someone: to feel sorry for someone 

Fussy: picky, choosy or difficult to please.  

e.g. a fussy eater is someone who will only eat certain foods. 

Dodgy: can refer to a person, place, thing or situation: untrustworthy, dangerous, 

dishonest, fake, stolen  or of low quality.  

e.g. There’s a dodgy (untrustworthy) guy on the market selling dodgy (fake/ stolen/ 

low quality) CDs.   

To make your mind up: to decide 
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To outstay your welcome: To stay longer at someone’s house than is comfortable 

– the hosts wish you would leave!  

No love lost: When two people don’t get along; they show a strong hatred for each 

other and do not try to hide it. 

To clash with someone:  To not get on well with someone; to have very opposite 

opinions and not “see eye-to-eye”. 

To click with someone: To get on well with someone or find lots in common with 

someone from the first time you meet.    

e.g. We just clicked the first time we met!   

Pompous: Self-important, overbearing, pretentious, arrogant; someone who thinks 

they are better than you. 

Stuck-up: Conceited, arrogant, snobbish; thinks they are better than you. 

Bossy: Someone who likes giving people orders. 

It’s beyond me: I can’t imagine/ it is impossible to understand. 

To cope with someone or something: to manage it/ to deal with it. 

It seems: it appears/ it looks as though. 

To take someone’s word for something: To trust that what someone says is 

correct. 

To get off on the wrong foot with someone: To make a bad start to a 

relationship/ friendship/ working relationship with someone – perhaps one or both 

persons are having a particularly bad day. 

Awkward: Can either mean a situation which is tricky or difficult, or one which is 

uncomfortable or embarrassing.   

e.g. 1 His ex-girlfriend was there too – it was so awkward (uncomfortable/ 

embarrassing). 

e.g.2 The interview was okay, but he asked me some really awkward questions 

(difficult/ tricky). 

To be like chalk and cheese: When two people are completely opposite in terms of 

personality. 

To compromise: To have to agree on something that is not exactly what you want 

in order to please somebody else; to meet in the middle.   

Somewhere along the line: At some point in time. 

Swanky: Stylish, expensive or luxurious. 
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To do up (a house): To renovate, refurnish, refurbish, or decorate a house.   

Over budget: To cost more than you can afford to pay. 

Extortionate: To have a very high or ridiculous price tag. 

To make a killing: To make a lot of money. 

To pull in (train): To arrive 

To break up (phone): To lose signal on your phone, for example when one person 

goes through a tunnel. 

To catch up with someone later: To meet or speak to someone later.  

 


